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ABSTRACT: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a flux-guide type MR head with a 
high 

efficiency, by eliminating a curvature or a step on an MR element 
without a 
special process. 

SOLUTION: An insulative film 12 is formed on a lower shielding 
film 10, and 

further, an MR element layer 14 is formed thereon. After forming the 
MR 

element layer 14, a resist layer 16 is formed without being exposed 
to the air. 

Furthermore, oxidized layers on both side faces 14A and 14B are 

removed. A 

flux guide layer 18 is formed and the resist layer 16 is removed, 
resulting in 

a structure in which the MR element layer 14 is interposed between a 
front 
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flux-guide layer 20 and a back flux-guide layer 22. Furthermore/ an 
electrode 

and an insulative film are covered, and an upper shielding film which 

also 

functions as a magnetic yoke is formed. Since the flux-guides 20 and 
22 on the 

front side and the back side are provided to be continuous with, and 

on the 

same level as, the MR element 14, the flat shielding film is formed 
on the MR 
element . 
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